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This information covers the requirements of the 49CFR (USA), the Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations (Canada), and the IMDG code (international).   Mexico follows the IMDG code. 
In the 49CFR the required documents are referred to as the “Shipping Papers” and the Transport Canada Regulations refer to them as “Shipping Documents”. The IMDG code refers to these documents as the “DG Transportation Document” and “Container Packaging Certificate”.  In many cases shippers will combine the DG Transportation Document and Container Packaging Certificate into a single document.  For the purposes of this information these documents will simply be referred to as the DG Documents.  
The regulations do not specify any specific form to be used for a DG Document; instead they specify the required information that is to be shown on a DG Document.

The following information represents the DG documentation requirements for DG shipments entering or offered in North America, including the USA, Canada, and Mexico. Requirements specific to the USA , Canada and Mexico are noted below. 
· The Basic Description of the DG goods
For additional details on the basic DG documentation requirements, you can reference section 5.4 of the IMDG code, 172.200 of the 49 CFR, and 3.5 of the Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations.

This basic description of the DG goods must be in the following order: Identification Number, Proper Shipping Name, Hazardous Class, Packaging Group
1. The Identification Number (UN #) 

2. The Proper Shipping Name 

3. The Hazardous Class, followed by any subclasses for the substance 

4. The Packaging Group (not required for class 1 or 2)


Additional Requirements other than the basic description noted above. This information should appear after the basic DG description unless otherwise noted.


5. Technical Name 

· The Technical name must supplement the Proper Shipping Name if the number “274” is shown in the special provision column of the dangerous goods list of the IMDG code book #2.
 
Most, not all, N.O.S. items and many solutions require a supplemental Technical Name. The Technical Name must be shown in Parentheses directly after the Proper Shipping Name and before the Hazardous Class.

6. Residue

· The wording, “Residue Last Contained,” should be entered just before the Proper Shipping Name for shipment (s) of empty packaging or tanks that previously contained DG commodities. This is most common for Tank containers being returned to empty.


7. Marine Pollutant

· The Words “Marine Pollutant” or “MAR POL” When the DG commodity is a marine pollutant.

8. Flash Point
· The Flash Point in degrees C for any class 3 or subclass 3 item.  


9. The Type of Packaging, Number of packages, and the Gross Mass (in KG) of the DG commodity (this can appear before or after the Basic description)

· Example: UN2735, Amines Liquid Corrosive, N.O.S. (polyoxypropylenediamine), class 8, , PG III, 74 x 55 gal drums loaded, 31725 kg total

10. Limited Quantities

· The words, “Limited Quantities” or “Ltd Qty”, for DG commodities in limited quantities, should appear after the Basic Description mentioned above.


11. Shippers Certification/Shippers Declaration on the DG documentation

· Each DG document should be accompanied by the statement below. This statement relates to the declaration of the DG cargo and not the actual packaging of the container. 
· “I hereby declare that the contents of this consignment are fully and accurately described above by the Proper Shipping Name, and are classified, packaged, marked and labeled/placarded, and are in all respect in proper shipping condition for transport according to the applicable international and national governmental regulations" 


· This statement must be signed by the shipper. If the DG document is submitted electronically the signature can be replaced by the name of the person, typed out in all CAPS, who is certifying the Document.  If the signature is typed out in CAPS the document should have the following statement noted on it; “Original received electronically”.


12. Container Packaging Certificate 

· The Container Packaging Certificate can be separate or combined into a single document with the DG Description and Shippers Certification/Shippers Declaration as part of the overall DG document. Quite often shippers will combine the documents in this manner. If the Container Packaging Certificate is provided on a separate form, the additional form must be physically attached to the other DG documents for the shipment. When the Container Packing Certificate is combined with the DG Description and Certification/Declaration the following statement is all that is required. This statement indicates the actual container was loaded in accordance with all regulations.


· “It is declared that the packaging of the goods into the container has been carried out in accordance with the applicable provisions”


· The Container Packaging Certificate (if separate) or Container Packaging Certificate Statement (if combined) must be signed by the person who is responsible for the loading of the container. If submitted electronically the signature can be replaced by the name of the person typed out in all CAPS. If the signature is typed out in CAPS the document should have the following statement noted on it; “Original received electronically”. 


13. The container number or numbers 
· When multiple containers are indicated on the same document there must be a direct relationship between the container and the specific DG commodities it contains.


· Example: The example below would be acceptable for relating the container and the DG commodities it contains. In this example the overall booking would be for 160 x 55 gallon drums of Amines, total weight of 75450, UN2735, Liquid, Corrosive, N.O.S. (polyoxypropylenediamine), class 8, PG III loaded into two separate containers.
20'GP, OOLU323790-3
74 x 55 gal drums, 31725 kg total
UN2735, Amines, Liquid, Corrosive, N.O.S. (polyoxypropylenediamine), class 8, PG III.
20'GP, OOLU333909-0
86 x 55 gal drums, 43725 kg total
UN2735, Amines, Liquid, Corrosive, N.O.S. (polyoxypropylenediamine), class 8, PG III.
14. Consignor, Consignee, and Date
· The name and address of the consignor and the consignee of the dangerous goods shall be included on the dg document. The date that the document was originally created or provided to the initial carrier must also be noted.


Additional Requirements for the USA:
The following requirements are in addition to those noted above under the general requirements. For DG loads being imported into the USA the Consignee is fully responsible for ensuring their shipper overseas in full compliance with all USA regulations. For export shipments the Consignor is responsible for ensuring all the DG documentation requirements are met. This requirement is set forth in section 171.12 of the 49CFR.

USA requirements for DG documents
1. Reportable Quantities
· The letters, “RQ” or the term “Reportable Quantity” must be entered just before or after the basic description (Items 1-4 from above). It is the shippers (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the RQ is noted on the DG documentation for substances that fall into this category based on the weight of DG substance being shipped. Reference section 172.203(c).
2. Poison Inhalation Zone (PIH)
· In the USA most class 2.3 and class 6.1, PG I substances have been assigned a Poison Inhalation Zone. It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the PIH Zone is noted on the DG documentation. Reference section 172.203(m) of the 49CFR for additional information.
3. Exemptions (DOT- SP numbers)
· Anytime the consignor or consignee has stated that the shipment is traveling under a DOT special provision the SP number must be noted on the DG documentation. It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the exemption number is noted on the DG documentation. The number must be noted after the entry “DOT-SP”. In most cases a copy of the exemption must also be attached to the DG documentation, this requirement is stated on the exemption itself. Reference section 172.203(a) of the 49CFR for additional details.
4. Emergency Contact Phone Number
· The phone number should be must be available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. The person that answers the phone number must have the ability to immediately assist or put the caller in immediate contact with a person who can assist in the event of an emergency. General company phone numbers are not acceptable. The phone number must also be provided in a format that can be dialed from the USA directly. If the emergency contact is not located in the USA the full number including international access code (011) and country code must be provided as it would be dialed from the USA. If the number is located within the USA no international access code or country code should be provided with the number, as it could not be dialed in that manner from within the USA. Third party numbers for companies can be used as long as the consignor and or consignee are registered with the company.  When a third party number is used the name of the registered company or the registration number must be indicated in association with the number. It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import shipments) responsibility to ensure that the correct emergency response phone number is noted on the DG documentation.  DG substances shipped in Limited Quantities do not require emergency response numbers. For additional details on the USA requirements reference section 172.604 of the 49CFR.

5. Airbag or Seatbelt pretensioners Requirements (EX numbers)


· Any shipment of air bag modules, air bag inflators or seatbelt pretensioners must be shipped under an EX number. The EX number is provided by the DOT after the air bag modules, air bag inflators or seatbelt pretensioners have been approved for shipment by the Associate Administrator.  It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the EX number is noted on the DG documentation. Reference section 173.166(c) of the 49CFR.

6. Lighter Requirements


· A letter from the Bureau of Explosives stating, that the lighters are acceptable for shipment, must accompany the DG documentation for any shipment of lighters into or out of the USA. It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the lighters have been examined and are approved for shipment. Reference section 173.21(h)(2)(i) of the 49CFR. 

Additional Requirements for Canada:
1. Emergency Contact Phone Number

· Emergency Contact phone numbers must be available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. The person that answers the phone number must have the ability to immediately assist or put the caller in immediate contact with a person who can assist in the event of an emergency. General company phone numbers are not acceptable. The phone number must also be provided in a format that can be dialed from Canada directly. If the emergency contact is not located in Canada the full number including the country code must be provided. Third party numbers for companies can be used as long as the consignor and or consignee are registered with the company. The Phone number must be preceded by the wording “24 Hour Number” or an abbreviation of these words. For additional details on the Canadian requirements reference section 3.5(1)(f) and 3.5(2) of the Canadian Transport of Dangerous Goods Regulations.
2. ERAP numbers (Emergency Response Assistance Plan)

· Transport Canada requires shippers and consignees of certain Dangerous goods being shipped into or out of Canada to register an emergency response plan with Transport Canada. This plan must be reviewed and approved by transport Canada. Once approved Transport Canada will provide an ERAP reference number. The shipper must indicate this ERAP number on the DG documentation any time the amount of DG substance being shipped meets or exceeds the limit noted in the Dangerous Goods list noted in the Canadian Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations. Reference section 7.1(4) of the Canadian Regulations.
Additional Requirements for Mexico:


Emergency Contact phone numbers must be available 24 hours a day 7 days a week. The person that answers the phone number must have the ability to immediately assist or put the caller in immediate contact with a person who can assist in the event of an emergency. Third party numbers for companies can be used as long as the consignor and or consignee is registered with the company.  It is the consignors (for export shipments) or consignees (for import moves) responsibility to ensure that the correct emergency response phone number is noted on the DG documentation.

DISCLAIMER: 

The information provided is for reference purposes only. Applicable regulatory publications should always be referenced as needed. While every effort is made to ensure that this information is accurate, this information is provided on an as is basis in good faith. OOCL does not warrant the information against error or misinterpretations. OOCL shall not be held liable for any action taken in reliance of the information provided.

